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On 5 and 6 June 2009 clashes occurred
between police and groups of native
I nhabitants in the zone of Bagua, Amazonas.
The unfortunate result was thirty-three

people dead - 24 police officers and 9
civilians - according to official figures.
One hundr ed fifty-five per sons wer e
I nj ured, of whi ch only 12 remain

hospi talized.

No state institution, the National Police,
the Prosecutor or the Onbudsman, nor any
other institutions, such as the Red Cross,
has information that there are any nore
civilian casualties than those that have
been registered officially. The Peruvian
Governnent deeply regrets the deaths of
policenmen and civilians, and expects that
the situation will soon return to nornal.
It is deeply shocked that several policenen
were tortured and brutally nurdered.

The vari ous aut ononous I nstitutions
responsi bl e for justice and | aw
enforcenent, the public prosecutor, the
defense |awers, and the Orbudsman, are
maki ng efforts to clarify these unfortunate
events, within the framework of denocratic
governance and the rule of Ilaw  The



Governnment will continue to exercise the
assigned powers by the Constitution, in
order to guarantee the fundanental rights
of all citizens without distinction of any
kind and to provide |egal assistance and
supervision by conpetent authorities. In
carrying out the corresponding judicial
procedures, the governnent reassures those
persons involved that they will continue to
enjoy all the guarantees inherent to due
process.

The international community is contributing
to this effort. For exanpl e, t he
International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) is present on the ground and has
unrestricted authorization to conduct its
humani tari an m ssi on. The Gover nnent
encour ages such activities.

The Governnent’s objective is to avoid the
destruction of the Amazon forest. |nfornmal
m ners who pollute the rivers wth nercury,
i1l egal coca growers and those who practice
illegal logging and tinber snuggling have
destroyed nore than 10 mllion hectares
(24.7 mllion acres) in recent years.

To defend and protect this ecological
heritage of mankind, to reforest areas that
were destroyed and to reestablish order,
the Governnent approved Ilegislation that
reserves the ownership of 12 mllion
hectares (29.6 mllion acres) to 320,000
native Amazoni an inhabitants and 15 mllion
hectares (37 mllion acres) as natural
sanct uari es. But extrem st political
novenents have convinced sone of the
I ndi genous population that they would be
robbed of their land. This led to the



bl ockadi ng of roads and the interruption of
production plants. As required by law, the
police proceeded to clear the roads and
were attacked wth firearns, wth the
result of 24 casualties. The elevated
nunber of civilian deaths reported by
sensationalists is thus inexact.

It should be noted that, for the purpose of
seeking a solution to this situation, the
country’s political forces have agreed to
suspend the inplenentation of |egislative
decrees 1090 and 1064, and to establish the
Nat i onal Coor di nati on G oup for t he
Devel opnent of Peoples from the Amazon -
formed by nenbers of the Executive Branch

Chai rmen of the Regional Governnents of the
Amazon and I ndi genous peopl es’
representatives - who wll be responsible
for fornmulating a conprehensive plan for
sustai nable developnent for the Amazon
region and indi genous peoples in the areas
of educati on, heal t h, | and  owner shi p,
titling and registration of |and rights and
any ot her necessary measures.

The Peruvian Governnent reiterates its firm
commtnent to denocracy, the pronotion and
protection of human rights and the rule of
law and its continued wllingness to
mai ntain an open-ended dialogue with all
sectors involved in this sensitive issue,
so as to avoid the destruction of the
Amazon, and in order to fulfill their
commtnment to its own ethnic groups.
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